SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 2 MAY 2004

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

Reception reports on the 10,130 MHz experimental relay will be appreciated.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za and on packet bulletin boards.

SILENT KEYS.

It is with regret that we have to announce the passing away of two radio amateurs recently.

OM "Van" van Tonder, ZS6ANJ, passed away after a sickbed on Wednesday morning 28 April.  "Van" was an Honorary Member and friend of the East Rand Radio Club and have been assosiated with Amateur Radio for many years.  He will be sorely missed.  Our condolences to his grieving family and friends.

The Midlands Amateur Radio Club regrets to announce the death of Stewart D. Duff, ZS5ST, who passed away on Thursday 29th April after a long illness.  Stewart was a long-time ham, although he was unable to be very active during recent years.  Our sincere condolences to his family and his many friends.

(PAUSE)

In the news today:

2004 MAY RAE

GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS SPONSOR PRIZES FOR THE RAE

INTRUDERS CAUSE PROBLEMS ON AMATEUR SATELLITES

ARRL LOGBOOK OF THE WORLD TO INAUGURATE DXCC CREDITS SYSTEM MAY 5

Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items.

Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp  not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English.

You are listening to ZS6SRL.

The news follows in detail.

2004 MAY RAE

A total of 87 candidates have enrolled for the forthcoming RAE which takes place on Thursday the 20th May.  The examination will be written at 11 centres countrywide.

The examination numbers and names of centres are already available on the SARL web ie. www.sarl.org.za.

Each candidate will also be informed by mail of his/her examination particulars.

An ICASA licence application form will also be included with each notice.  This form must be completed IN FULL and handed in together with the examination papers on the evening of the examination.  Candidates who do not hand in a licence application, or hand in an incomplete form, will not be issued with a call sign together with their examination results.

GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS SPONSOR PRIZES FOR THE RAE

Kobus, ZR6D, has negotiated and confirmed with Global Communications, the Kenwood importers, that they will sponsor two brand new Kenwood TH-F7 dual band transceivers, which feature general coverage receivers, for the RAE.  This is one each for the highest scoring candidate in the May and November 2004 RAE.  The recipient must be willing to be photographed for Kenwood's own newsletter.  The SARL thanks Global Communications for this kind gesture.

INTRUDERS CAUSE PROBLEMS ON AMATEUR SATELLITES

Like on the HF bands, intruders on the Amateur VHF bands are creating interference on Amateur Satellites.  A world-wide effort has been launched by the IARU Monitoring system to collate information about the culprits and take steps through national Organisations to obtain support from administrations to remove the intruders from the Amateur bands.

Steps to identify and help eliminate such interference will be coordinated among all three IARU Regions, at two levels: through the Satellite Advisor and Advisory Panel, and also through the worldwide IARU Monitoring Service organization, including MS Coordinator Bob Knowles, ZL1BAD, and his three regional coordinators.

In South Africa, please report interference on Amateur Satellite to ZS6AKV by email to hans@intekom.co.za.

Historically, the Monitoring System has concentrated on the HF bands, and has ignored the VHF and UHF bands where interference has tended to be local and almost always within national borders.  Now, however, when intruders use the same VHF and UHF frequencies already used by Amateur Satellite uplinks, the resulting interference crosses many borders.

Several years ago in cooperation with AMSAT-NA, the Region 2 Monitoring System developed a simple, informal arrangement to deal successfully with a particular instance of this problem.  Further, at the 2001 Region 2 conference in Guatemala, a recommendation was passed calling attention to the growing problem of intruders in the VHF and UHF bands.  Most recently, the IARU Region 1 Monitoring System has undertaken to include VHF/UHF intruder problems in their regular activities.

ARRL LOGBOOK OF THE WORLD TO INAUGURATE DXCC CREDITS SYSTEM MAY 5
From the ARRL newsletter we learn that the ARRL's Logbook of the World (LoTW) <http://www.arrl.org/lotw> secure contact database debuts its DXCC credits system Wednesday, May 5.  ARRL Membership Services Manager Wayne Mills, N7NG, says the long-awaited LoTW component will permit users to apply contact "matches" in Logbook's 41,4 million QSO and growing database to their DXCC records.

Mills said that it is a pretty straightforward process and what participants need to do first is go to the LoTW site and read the instructions.

Before doing anything else, LoTW newcomers will have to obtain a Logbook of the World digital certificate and download the software.

DXCC is the first and only award for which LoTW users will be able to apply their credits.

While the software and obtaining a digital certificate are free, it will cost users to apply LoTW QSL credits to DXCC.

The application fee for a basic DXCC Award is $10 and includes up to 120 card credits.  Applicants pay 15 cents per each additional card applied.  The site provides for secure payment via credit card.

This is a much condensed version of the original news item and does not convey the full information thus for more information, contact the Logbook of The World staff <lotw-help@arrl.org>.

EAST RAND RADIO CLUB CONGRATULATES MEMBERS

Congratulations to the four members of the East Rand Radio Club who completed their 12 wpm Morse proficiency test over the last weeks.  As the club does not have a morse examiner they had all to go over to other clubs and did it on their own, as HAMs do!  Well done guys and gals!!

Names of the new ZS license holders will be released at the next club fox hunt meeting on 15 May.

PROPAGATION CONDITIONS

Kobus, ZS6KOB, reported that it is clesr that we now pay the price for cycle 23 which is fast petering out.  The sun spot number decreased on Friday to 35 as against 44,4 of last week.  On the 29th April it was for a short period down to 25.  With such a low sun spot number not much can be exoected - only the 20 m band will be open.  Yet one finds that the 15 n band opens up now and again - but then only if the sun spot number increases markedly very quickly - but usually for a very short period.

Conditions were pretty bad during the past week, especially towards the east.  A trans eqatorial corona opening is expected on the sun between the 30th April and 4th May with accompanying influx of coronal mass towards the earth.  Propagation conditions may then improve markedly - with the possibility of smaller stormy conditions.  Conditions towards the East may be markedly better than towards the North.  Despite weak conditions - there is virtually every day a possibility to do DX.

ACTIVITIES IN WHICH TO PARTICIPATE

15 May East Rand Radio Club foxhunt;
20 May Radio Amateur Examination.

The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin, which was compiled by George, ZS6NE, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX